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Lower School Overview 
 
The Lower School students have been hard at work this fall learning to do what we do  
best at MLCA ȍnamely, to love what is beautiful. Such a task requires equal parts of 
herculean effort and effortless enjoyment. This special mixture of self -discipline and 
playful leisure defines what our young students experience  day to day. Tying knots,  
practicing piano, analyzing poems, translating sentences, discovering mathematical 
truths, identifying birds and trees, listening to ancient stories, and programming 
robots are a part of every Lower School student's curriculum between kindergarten  
and sixth grade. Each of our subjects require something difficult of our students, but 
the reward for such perseverance is priceless. And so, with sweat on their brows and 
smiles on their faces, our Lower School students enter their classrooms with joy and 
gratitud e, excited for the ever -possible flash of beauty they might get to glimpse that 
day. 
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Classmates watch as sixth grader  Abigail  Vuernick and seventh grader  Benjamin Vuernick battle in 
four square. 
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Kindergarten

 
Subject: Math  
Teacher: Mrs. Shpilman 
 
We have been having a blast in kindergarten Math class this year! Since the 
beginning of the school year, we have been focusing on s everal key topics that are 
essential to building a strong number sense and a good mathematical foundation for 
the future.  
 
We first tackled the concept of counting, which is aimed at promoting number sense 
and number literacy in the children. We have been  using the number line to learn to 
recognize and name two -digit numbers as well as learning to tell the difference 
between 12 and 21 and finding numbers within a range (e.g., bigger than 10 but 
smaller than 25). We have been looking for patterns in numbers  and will continue to 

do so as we start working with 100 charts 
in the winter term. Additionally, we have 
been practicing counting forward and 
backward along the number line, starting 
at different points on the number line, so 
ƦōĉƦțƟƦƫīıŮƦƟțīŷŮșƦțƟŐŭƖŦǇțŭımorize the 
numbers in order like a song, but are able 
to place them in context and compare 
them. We have also been identifying 
ȖŮƫŭĤıƙțŮıŐŇōĤŷƙƟȗț- e.g., what number 
comes between 12 and 14? Students really 
enjoy playing with "Mrs. Frog", a stuffed 
animal that I throw to each student while 
saying a number, and they have to say 
either the next or the previous number 
and throw it back (this is a great game to 
practice at home!)  

 
For arithmetic practice, we have been 
working on single-digit addition through a 
variety of tools. One of our favorite 
ŇĉŭıƟțŐƟțȖǡ-2-ǣțƖııţțĉŮīțƟııȗǸțǁōıƙıțdț
hold up cards with dots or animals or put 

up some magnets on the board and show them for a few seconds. Students then have 
to figure out how many objects there were by remembering  the picture and then 
ĥŷƫŮƦŐŮŇțŐŮțƦōıŐƙțōıĉīƟǽțÚōıǇșƙıțŇıƦƦŐŮŇțĤıƦƦıƙțĉŮīțĤıƦƦıƙțıǀıƙǇțīĉǇǺțöıțĉŦƟŷțƖƙĉĥƦŐĥıț
addition by rolling 2 or 3 dice (sometimes we use 6 -sided dice, and other times, 10-
sided dice), writing down the problem, and figuring out the ans wer. This helps the 

First g rader Deniz Gotkas joins kindergar teners 
(from left  to right ) Noa  Hungerford, Rei 
Hedge, Tallulah Krell ner-Oathes, and Elanor 
McFarland as they count pumpkin seeds for a  
whole school estimation challenge . 
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students to practice not only their addition skills but to master basic mathematical 
notations and not forget important things like the equal sign or the plus sign.  
 
Through the use of special topics and math games, we have started lear ning about 
shapes by building and naming pentagons, hexagons, octagons, and various 
quadrilaterals on geoboards. We'll continue exploring this further in the winter. We 
have also spent a lot of time building with a variety of different block sets (Qbitz, 
geoblocks, and snap cubes). 
 
I love teaching kindergarten Math at MLCA and I am looking forward to covering a 
lot of mathematical ground this year!  
 

Subject: English 
Teacher: Ms. Na 
 
Our kindergarten English students have been hard at work this trimester! E very class 
begins with poetry, which the students have reported is their favorite part of English 
ĥŦĉƟƟǺțÒŷțņĉƙțƦōıțƟƦƫīıŮƦƟțōĉǀıțŦıĉƙŮıīțņŷƫƙțƖŷıŭƟǷțȖȘaŷƖıșțŐƟțƦōıțÚōŐŮŇțöŐƦōț
ZıĉƦōıƙƟǸȗțĤǇțFŭŐŦǇț@ŐĥţŐŮƟŷŮǸțȖÚōıț:ƙŷĥŷīŐŦıǸȗțĤǇțwıǁŐƟț:ĉƙƙŷŦŦǸțȖöōŷțaĉƟțÒııŮțthe 
öŐŮīǾǸȗțĤǇț:ōƙŐƟƦŐŮĉțÌŷƟıƦƦŐǸțĉŮīțȖÚōıțÒǁŐŮŇǸȗțĤǇțÌǽwǽțÒƦıǀıŮƟŷŮǽțÉŷıƦƙǇțƙıĥŐƦĉƦŐŷŮțŐƟț
an important part of the kindergarten curriculum at MLCA for a host of reasons, and 
it whole-ōıĉƙƦıīŦǇțıŭĤƙĉĥıƟțƦōıțŭŷƦƦŷǸțȖ:ōŐŦīƙıŮțĉƙıțŮıǀıƙțƦŷŷțǇŷƫŮŇțƦŷțŦıĉƙŮțŇƙıat 
ƦōŐŮŇƟǽȗț ƦțĉŮțıĉƙŦǇțĉŇıǸțƟƦƫīıŮƦƟțĉƙıțīıǀıŦŷƖŐŮŇțţıǇțƙıƦıŮƦŐŷŮțĉŮīțŭıŭŷƙŐǐĉƦŐŷŮțƟţŐŦŦƟț
by committing poems of varying lengths to memory. They are also taught to identify 
stanzas and are learning the basics of meter and 
rhyme. Their minds are enriched with beautiful, 
creative verse that invokes reflective questioning 
from just 5 -7-year-olds! Kindergarten students are 
ĉīīŐŮŇțǁŷƙīƟțŦŐţıțȖıǆƦƙıŭŐƦǇȗǸțȖīŷƦōȗǸțĉŮīț
ȖŮıŐƦōıƙȃŮŷƙȗțƦŷțƦōıŐƙțŇƙŷǁŐŮŇțǀŷĥĉĤƫŦĉƙǇǽțöıțōĉǀıț
discussed at length what the soul is and what  it 
means for something to exist without it being 
visible. I am repeatedly impressed by their ability 
to thoughtfully consider these weighty themes and 
ideas with genuine curiosity and wonder. Ask your 
child to recite their favorite poem so far ȍand 
make suƙıțƦōıǇțīŷțŐƦțŐŮțƖƙŷƖıƙțƖŷıƦƙǇțƖŷƟƦƫƙıǹț
with a bow at the end!  
 
The kindergarteners' English curriculum goes hand 
in hand with their History lessons. They are 
exposed to the exciting mythology that serves as 
the backdrop for many of the historical events 
they are learning about. As we studied ancient 
Egyptian history, we embarked upon journeys 

Kindergartener Miriam Li Bergolis shows 
off  her writing sk ills! 
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through Egyptian mythology, learning about betrayal, love, leadership, and why the 
Nile river overflows through characters like Ra, Osiris, Isis, Set, and many, many  more!  
 
In addition to poetry and storytelling, MLCA kindergarteners engage in fun activities 
meant to strengthen their basic reading, speaking, comprehension, and handwriting 
skills. We do this through various alphabet sound/letter recognition games and READ, 
öÌdÚFǸțõªöFwțıǆıƙĥŐƟıƟǸțǁōŐĥōțĉƙıțīıƟŐŇŮıīțƦŷțƟƦƙıŮŇƦōıŮțƦōıțƟƦƫīıŮƦƟșțǁŷƙī-
decoding skills, proper letter formation, and vowel recognition. We also do listen -to-
ĥŷŭƖƙıōıŮīțıǆıƙĥŐƟıƟțƦōĉƦțōıŦƖțƙıņŐŮıțƦōıțƟƦƫīıŮƦƟșțĉƦƦıŮƦŐŷŮțƦŷțīıƦĉŐŦǽț
Kindergarteners  are learning when and how to properly use upper and lower case 
letters, and have begun studying the short vowel sounds. The curriculum will prepare 
the students well for first grade! 
 

Subject: Story Time 
Teacher: Ms. Na 
 
We began our Story Time sessions with an introduction to one of the most classic 
stories in the Western Tradition: The Odyssey. We traveled with Odysseus and his 
men as they embarked upon fantastical adventures involving cyclopes and witches 
that turn men into pigs! Although we will revisit The Odyssey and other Greek 
mythology in English class when we begin studying ancient Greece in History, it was 
important to set the foundation of storytelling with one of the classics. We then 
pivoted to the 20th centur y to begin a more upbeat, silly adventure with Christopher 
Robin, Winnie the Pooh, and friends. We are over halfway through the complete 
ĥŷŦŦıĥƦŐŷŮțŷņțț ǽț ǽț ŐŦŮıșƟțWinnie the Pooh, and our classroom is filled with giggles! 

The goal of kindergarten Story Time is 
to expose students to great works of 
literature; we reinforce the stories with 
coloring pages, crafts, and other fun 
activities meant to get the children 
excited about listening to (and 
eventually reading) the beautiful stories 
embedded in the western tradition. I 
have so enjoyed reading and laughing 
ĉŦŷŮŇƟŐīıțƦōŐƟțǇıĉƙșƟțţŐŮīıƙŇĉƙƦıŮț
students! 
 
One of the most exciting Story Time 
classes each week is the Reading 
Buddies program that takes place each 
Tuesday. Four Upper School students 
have graciously volunteered to read to 
our youngest students in this weekly 
session, and what a joy it has been! 
With my guidance, the four different 
groups are delving into tales of 

Ninth grade Reading Buddy Nick y Za firiou 
reads aloud to  kindergartene rs John Henry and 
Raina Mi ller 




























































































































